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Yet, in the epic, this mighty hero of the Avesta is
depicted as extremely rash and choleric and a com-
plete failure as commander-in-chief, having lost two
campaigns in which he commanded. Thus Kai Khus-
rau, when dismissing Tus and appointing his rival
Gudarz as his successor, advises the former not to
be wild and restless like Tus :

He added that it was Tus who had been the evil
genius of King Kawus ; that Tus was a man of dull
soul and devoid of virtues, and that he was not exe-
cuted only because he was old and a descendenfe of
King Minuchehr. Nevertheless he was to be kept a
prisoner in his house. He was alleged to be sleepy
during warlike operations and active only at drinking
bouts:

Moreover, the exploits which were attributed to
Tus in the Tashts are ascribed in the epic to Ghidara
and his descendants. Thus, in the epic, it is not Tfis
who overcomes Piran and Homan ; for in the Shahr
it is Gudarz who slays Piran, while his grand-